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Clandestine Night

Souvik Chakraborty

The city sleeps its delectable slumber,
as I prepare to escape,

to wander,

far away from its protective embrace.

The beckon has been strong,

of vocation - reasons to ponder -
promises of ‘brighter’ days,

on the other side,

of validation,

likely not attained otherwise.

The starry sky is ethereal,

the moonbeams cast their spell -
will they follow me on my way?
As I step thousands of miles away.

When shall we meet next?

Will it ever be the same?

The old house, the long corridor,

and the cavernous city with its folklore.

Do not make me a part of your past yet.

The night is clandestine and uncertain it is.

And when the stars shine as bright,
in a land far away from sight,
follow them to you,

through the labyrinths of memory,
down a thousand light years,

I just might.

‘)
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Phantom Limb

Lisa Nandy

You are my PHANTOM LIMB

You're like that realistic bird

Roaming around the pessimistic sky

In hope of finding something nobel

And the law of life different from others!

"And I am watching it
On top of a tall building kissing the same sky."

Using the entanglement, you are finding a way
through the darkness.

And I try to entangle my mind in search of a
coherent source in you.

If my mind slips and hit your realistic world
Don't measure it, it may collapse!

Don't interact with it or it loses its identity!
Just keep flying away from me

Crossing the Atlantic!!!

Remember you are always with me,
As you are my PHANTOM LIMB.
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AICHAEL FARADAY

AN ANOTHER GENWS

ANUBHAB JANA
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BETWEEN THE LIFETIMES OF EINSTEIN AND NEWTON. THERE LIVED ANOTHER GENIUS, ONE OF
EQUAL STATURE. A CHILD OF POVERTY OF WHOM NOTHING WAS EXPECTED. IN FACT, IF THIS MAN
HAD NOT LIVED THE WORLD WE KNOW MIGHT NOT EXIST TODAY. THIS IS THE STORY OF HOW
WE LEARNED TO MAKE ELECTRONS DO OUR BIDDING. THE MAN WHO SOLVED THE MYSTERY THAT
STUMPED NEWTON, ALSO LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR EINSTEIN'S REVOLUTIONARY INSIGHTS.

TELL US A WORD
THAT BEGINS WITH
THE LETTER 'R WABBIT..?

THE WORD IS
RABBIT.

ONCE AGAINI WABBITTT...

b)
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HISTORY DOESN'T RECORD THAT MICAEL FARADAY EVER ATTENDED SCHOOL
AGAIN. HE WAS SENT TO WORK AT A BOOKBINDERY AT THE AGE OF 13. BY DAY,
HE BOUND THE BOOKS, AND BY NIGHT, HE READ THEM. IT WAS THE BEGINNING
OF A LIFELONG FASCINATION WITH ELECTRICITY. HIS BIG BREAK CAME WHEN
A CUSTOMER GAVE HIM A TICKET TO A SENSATIONAL NEW KIND OF
ENTERTAINMENT- SCIENCE FOR THE PUBLIC.

09
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IT STARTED RIGHT HERE AT LONDON'S ROYAL INSTUTION. AT THAT TIME, HUMPHRY DAVY
WAS NOT ONLY ONE OF THE LEADING SCIENTISTS, HE WAS ALSO A CONSUMMATE
SHOWMAN. FARADAY WAS TOO BUSY TAKING NOTES TO APPLAUD. FARADAY CREATED A
TRANSCRIPT OF DAVY'S LECTURE. MAYBE A GIFT LIKE THAT WOULD GET HIM THE 6REAT
MAN'S ATTENTION. MAYBE THIS GLESTURE COULD BE HIS MEANS OF ESCAPE TO A MUCH
LARGER UNIVERSE.

Dot
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AND IT DID. FARADAY JOINED AS A SECRETARY OF DAVY'S LAB. AT THAT TIME,
HUMPHRY DAVY AND CHEMIST WILLLIAM WERE EXPERIMENTING WITH A MYSTERIOUS
PHENOMENON, ONE WITH POTENTIALLY FAR-REACHING IMPLICATION. THEY WERE
TRYING TO SEE WHEN THEY DROVE THE CURRENT THROUGH THE WIRE THE NEEDLE
CONTINUQUSLY DEFLECTED AWAY FROM THE WIRE. THAT MEANS, ELECTRICITY HAS
SOMETHING TO DO WITH MAGNETISM. UP TO NOW, ELECTRICITY HAS BEEN NOTHING
MORE THAN AN ENTERTAINING NOVELTRY TOY.IT COULD MAKE A LIGHT FLASH FOR AN
INSTANT OR TURN A COMPASS NEEDLE BRIEFLY, BUT IT HAS NO PRACTICAL
APPLICATION.

FARADAY, : |
YOU MIGHT SEE WHAT YOU CAN
make OF IT. =
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WHY NOT YOU,

FARADAY IMMEDIATELY SET ABOUT
DESIGNING THE EXPERIMENT, DEVOTING
EVERY MOMENT OF HIS SPARE TIME TO
THE PROBLEM. HE DID IT. THIS WAS THE
FIRST MOTOR CONVERTING ELECTRIC
CURRENT TO CONTINUOUS MECHANICAL
MOTION. TRY TO IMAGINE ALL THE
BUSINESSES, INDUSTRIES,
TECHNOLOGIES, AND
TRANSFORMATIONS OF THE WAY WE
LIVE THAT HAVE THEIR BEGINNINGS IN
THAT ECSTATIC MOMENT IN MICHAEL
FARADAY'S LABORATORY
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ONE DAY FARADAY WAS SUPPOSED TO WRITE A LETTER TO HIS FRIEND
SCHOENBEIN BUT COULDN'T REMEMBER WHAT HE WAS TRYING TO WRITE.
WHEN FARADAY WAS 49, HE BEGAN TO BATTLE SEVERE MEMORY LOSS AND
DEPRESSION. HIS WORK CAME TO S STANDSTILL. ALTHOUGH HE NEVER FULLY
RECOVERED, HIS GREATEST ACHIEVEMENTS STILL LAY AHEAD. FARADAY HAD
IMMERSED HIMSELF SO DEEPLY IN ELECTRICAL AMD MAGNETIC EXPERIMENTS
THAT HE CAME TO VISUALIZE THE SPACE AROUND A MAGNET AS FILLED
WITH INVISIBLE LINES OF FORCE.
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A MAGNET WAS NOT SIMPLY THE MAGNETIZED BAR OF IRON THAT YOU COULD
SEE. IT WAS ALSO UNSEEN SOMETHING IN SPACE AROUND THE BAR. AND THAT
SOMETHING HE CALLED A FIELD. A MAGNETIC FIELD. FARADAY ALSO
EXPERIMENTALLY SHOWED THAT WHEN WE MOVE A BAR OF MAGNET THROUGH A
COIL IT CAN INDUCE CURRENT THROUGH IT. TODAY WE KNOW IT AS FARADAY'S
LAW OF INDUCTION. NOW, AT 60, DECADES AFTER THE FERTILE PERIOD OF THE
GREATEST PHYSICISTS, PLAGUED BY MEMORY LOSS AND MELANCHOLY, HE
FEARLESSLY PROBED DEEPER INTO THE MYSTERIOUS INVISIBLE FORCES.
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DESPITE HIS DEPRESSION, HE REMAINED AS PASSIONATELY CURIOUS AS EVER.
HAVING DEMONSTRATED THE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN ELECTRICITY AND
MAGNETISM, HE WONDERED, WERE THESE TWO FORCES ALSO CONNECTED TO A
THIRD- LIGHT? IF HE COULD ONLY SHOW A CONNECTION AMONG THESE THREE
INVISIBLE PHENOMENA, ONE OF NATURE'S MOST INTIMATE SECRETS WOULD,
AT LAST, BE REVEALED. BUT HE COULDN'T DO MATH. FARADAY HAD FINALLY HIT
A WALL THAT HE COULD NOT OVERCOME. AND THEN, THE GREATEST
THEORETICAL PHYSICIST CAME ALONG- JAMES CLERK MAXWELL. MAXWELL
TRANSLATED FARADAY'S EXPERIMENTAL OBSERVATION ON ELECTROMAGNETIC
FIELDS INTO EQUATIONS, THIS TWEAKING OF THE EQUATION CHANGED
FARADAY'S STATIC FIELD INTO WAVES THAT SPREAD OUTWARD AT THE SPEED
OF LIGHT.

9






Nothing is too wonderful
to be true, 1f 1t be consistent

with the laws of nature.
- Michael Faraday
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Her Eyves in the War

Manas Kundu

Have you seen her in the war?

No! You cannot. She isn’t to be seen.
But when her gaze collides with mine,
Oh God, the silence is unbearable,
Her eyes speak a language

I was never meant to read.

And if not in this life,

Then a million years hence
Perhaps in a parallel universe.
But I will meet her,

Again and again.

I have drowned in their blackness,
Too deep to swim,

Too sweet to escape.

Each time she draws closer,

My breath deserts me.

Her homeless hair falls

Like shadows across her cheeks
I pray you never witness it.

Her fragrance lingers,

Born of no flower, no season,
Only her.

Her fingertips narrate stories .

The world will never hear. m
I alone am the listener

And I wish to remain so.

TR (3msga)
Yes, I met my lady in the war,
Where fruit ripens on the blood of men,
Where pure souls are driven out . o
In the name of God, %%Z I ”;‘ﬁ 33 I’
Where freedom is bartered § £ 2y 7 £ N
To the butcher’s hand. N ﬁ%ﬂ;ﬁ #) ’
Still, I long to meet her there, ) RN :
Again and again. 1u£%1;_j o~ %
Even if bullets render me transparent, EAY S Y|
Even if my body is buried ar e §_$; 3
In the valley of snow, T a’_cEL ‘ |31T ‘clﬁ'sf“ l QIFﬁI g @\]
I will keep my eyes open E‘C&gﬁ o Fom
Only to see her once more. g% ’a% ‘If't f_l A ’
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Unspoken Love's Ode

Ankur Chaudhuri

The first day [ saw you, my heart softly declared,
She's a wonder, a beauty beyond compare.

With each word exchanged, I was swept away,
By your kindness and love, in a gentle display.

I whispered to myself, she's out of my league,

A precious gem, so amazing and unique.

But how could I know, you might feel the same?
Amazed and confused, I played a timid game.

I shared my flaws, not "I love you," in disguise,
Your shy smile and shining eyes, my priceless prize.
From that day forth, my love began to bloom,
Embracing you as a partner, a daughter, a mother in the room.
I watched you grow from a bud so pure,

To a mesmerizing flower, your innocence secure.
Your eyes inspire me to reach new heights,

Guiding my soul through the darkest nights.
Remember, I'll be there, through ups and downs,
For your joy and pain, my heart resounds.

I'll let you go, for your good, with grace,

Even if it breaks me, shattering my place.

I'll love you, knowing you won't be mine,

On our last meeting, before your life's new sign.
With a warm embrace, a forehead kiss so dear,
"Goodbye, my future wife," I'll whisper near.

Then I'll hurt you, to make you forget me,

So, you can be happy, without regretting.

On your wedding day, I'll watch from afar,

Seeing you become someone else's star.

I'll tell him to cherish you, keep you safe and bright,
But you'll never know, hidden from sight.

With teary red eyes, I'll bid my last goodbye,

By the river, I'll sit, where memories lie.

In my heart's corner, you'll always remain,

In dreams, I'll recreate you, through every joy and pain.
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Dipali Chackravarty

Durga Puja is more than a Festival for Me —itis a living
expression of resilience, hope, and collective spirit. In
Today’s fast-paced world, where stress, disconnection,
and uncertainty often dominate our lives, the message
of Ma Durga feels more relevant than ever to Me.
The goddess embodies shakti, the strength to rise above
challenges, to conquer inner battles, and to protect what
is Just and True. Forever I feel, this translates into the
courage to face personal struggles, the determination to
stand for what matters, and the inner balance to stay rooted
amidst constant change. However their is no time or rooted
balancing available these days hence no inner balance,
because their is only determination to bring trouble in life
than Face Trouble. I relate more to this now than before
because I realise it with experience that I play diverse
role’s, A Daughter, A wife, A mother and an Educator.
However staying in A Metropolitan City, I often hear
loud speaks of strength in terms of power, success, or
achievement, And my heart skips a beat because it’s true
for all and for all times that, true strength lies equally
in the ability to be emotionally available, to connect
deeply with oneself and with others through compassion,
understanding, and presence, that unfortunately in the
Racetoachievetheunachievable almostall have forgotten.
This is where I feel the essence of Maa
Durga becomes profoundly relevant for Me.
Durga Puja reminds me of my childhood days
of community connections and  belonging.
In today’s time when many feel isolated despite being
digitally connected, the Puja becomes a space of
togetherness where music, rituals, food, and celebration
weave people into one fabric of joy and devotion. It
tells us that even in diversity, unity is possible. I like to
wonder thinking positive, however [ know what is reality.

Are we forgetting our cultural essence —
a1 Gl FR_Q‘J:@ g ‘J:na'{'a'UTQ z:m\qﬁm
T eeed | AAedEd wE s

Ya Devi Sarva Bhiiteshu Matr Ripena Samsthita,
Namastasyai Namastasyai Namastasyai Namo Namah.
To the Divine Goddess who dwells in
all beings in the form of the Mother—
We bow to her, we bow to her, we continually bow to her.

8

This verse beautifully reminds us that emotional
availability is, in essence, an expression of the divine
motherly presence, A reflection of Maa Durga’s
nurturing power in our everyday relationships. She is not
just the vanquisher of demons, she is the embodiment
of nurturing, protective, and compassionate energy.
She is fierce when it comes to standing against
adharma, yet tender when embracing her devotees
with motherly love. This balance mirrors the heart of
emotional availability, the courage to face challenges
while remaining open, empathetic, and connected.
When I look to Maa Durga, I see the perfect harmony
of strength and softness. Her many arms symbolize the
ability to hold diverse emotions and responsibilities
without losing balance. In relationships too, emotional
availability means holding space for both our
own emotions and those of others with the same
grace, being strong, yet kind; present, yet resilient.
Through her, we can learn that being emotionally present
is not a weakness but a divine strength. It builds trust,
nurtures bonds, and transforms interactions into sacred
connections. Just as Maa Durga conquers darkness with
her light, we too can conquer the barriers of distance and
misunderstanding by choosingtobe emotionallyavailable.
However I don’t see most of the kids treating their
mothers with the respect love and care they deserve.

LUSLEUREISUER] wfa QRIbIE
WA qEHER TR AREOR sgg Al

O Gauri, the source of all auspiciousness, I bow to You.
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Alma Mater

Souvik Chakraborty

The cold morning breeze ushers in the ultimatum,
it is time, time indeed,
to leave my alma mater.

Bags at bay, trolley in hand,

I gaze back at my boarding room,

the very room,

that once had seemed shabby, dim and bland.

And yet, over time, it had transformed
to my abode, my safe space.

Time bends perceptions, does it not?
Moulds the mind to embrace the odds.

Today, of all days,

the room seems flawless,

perfect with its imperfections -
the cracked walls, the pitted floor.
Makes me wonder -

was perfection ever ubiquitous?

The last sunrise over my tapering balcony,

the first of many such lasts?

Possibly a testament to life's undulating journey,
traversing through the bright and the monotony.

Many have left before me,
And many more shall,

And makes me wonder -
does the room have its story?
Or is it just a part of mine?
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Abuse

Tanvi Agarwal

The left traces of her

Used to hit her hard

She, the little girl, eaten by the ghost

The ghost of uncontrolled desires,

The ghost or a sensible man

Difficult to understand

Who ignored the innocence of her

And looked at her childish body

With the drooling eyes

She found her uncovered

Badly Touched by a dead life (man)

The trauma, the fear or the questions

Swirling in her mind

Who was that ghost, was it a human?

Or a heartless, without hypothalamus (part of the brain for emotional response)
She is an adult now, happy;

But this interaction with a ghost

Makes her feel lost

Because her longing to have someone by her side
All the time, to be protected from ghosts

Is still not gone.

Whenever she find her alone, she is suffocated
Not with her present problems

But with the past, making her feel

Again the ghost will come to take the taste of her.
She is confused, is this real worry or becoming an excuse of her Tangling
between her desire to be strong and fearless.

The left traces of her

Used to hit her hard.
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